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donate to the victims of the
sandy hook elementary school shooting

|

Hook 7 Sandy Hook Sympathy Card
Uy 6205 ly ympathy
o 2221 sign the Sandy Hook Elementary School National Sympathy Card hosted by
o Causes.com — current signatures stand at1,776,218.
J My Sandy Hook Family Fund
iy Sa00 ook Fany Fad

The My Sandy Hook Family Fund was started by a group of Newtown
parents. Donors have thus far contributed $175656.50 to help pay for
funeral costs as well as other immediate expenses to the families of the
victims. Click to donate.

Smile, Don't Go [original song]

Sandy Hook Elementary School Victims Relief Fund

Click to donate to The Sandy Hook Elementary School Victims Relief Fund,
where your dollars will go towards counseling for the families and children
involved in the shooting, as well as funeral expenses. Click for more
information.

The Newtown Memorial Fund

Donations made to the Newtown memorial Fund will go towards providing

King Beez - Showdown (Official Video)
108 families with relief for funeral costs, to create a memorial tribute within

(N Newtown for those who died in the shooting, as well as setting up a
oA HocxLEy AGt 6 scholarship college fund for students of Newtown. Click for more
information.
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HOW’D YOU GET INTO BUILDING
GUITARS?

n building stuff all my lif
righ school | started building a Double
k guitar and built a 7—string solid body

mounting a KAY on it (that was way

WHAT'S YOUR FAVOURITE KIND
OF GUITAR TO BUILD?

ABOUT YOUR BAND

The name's Faiyaz and the Wasted
Chances. | never changed the band’s name
before, though | did have a week where |
had 4 bands names that | couldn't pick
between. Well there are two explanations
for the origin of the name. The first is sweet
and short: it came from a lyric from our
song Another Crooked Line. The second
explanation is the one I'd give when | get
bored of saying it's from our song. Recently
the latter is becoming more popular.

The story of the band as it is starts with me
making the first e.p alone in my room
during the spring of 2012. For some time |
didn't release it. No one really knew about
it. 1 didn't play it live. | was looking for band
mates to play it live, but everyone | knew
was either working their ass off in
university, or just didn’t have the time.

| decided | was just gonna have to play live
alone. One day late in that spring | replied
to an ad | saw about looking for bands to
play at York University for this outdoor
students clubs festival thingy. The summer
had begun and | had finally got a reply back
saying they dug the one song | sent and
wanted me to come in for an audition.

So | took my acoustic guitar and went to
York on a warm Saturday morning. |
auditioned in front of these two girls and
had played two songs. Halfway through the
second song, two young men walked into
room. These two young men were my soon
to be band mates Robert oh and Francis co.
| proceeded to finish the song. | then found
out these two were the other band doing an
audition. They then proceeded to play a
song from their two piece bass/drum band
called noble savage. The song blew me
away. The girls said we were both going to
play this event.

After the audition was done | talked to
them and it turned out they liked all a lot of
the music | loved. We exchanged numbers.
Months went by and the gig never
happened. One day in September, Robert
and Francis invited me to jam.

GENRE?

| never really like this answering this
question seeing as | have to use like 8
different words mashed together to

finger-style player
tim

Jean heavily towards the acoustic guitar

A key thing for me is that | play the
rument; thei | have ideas
at | am lookin, itar, of how it

should s and play. | bring

ideas into the guitars | build.

WEIRDEST DESIGN YOU’VE BEEN
ASKED TO MAKE

ar (set
 (of Hunting
be considered stra
pots on the
volume, tone, and effects from toys on
the floor), plus the guitar only has ON/
s for each of the three
pickups. This actually giv f
sounds from the pickups
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describe it. | think it's easier to just say it'sa
mix of the blues, 60's rock n roll, punk,
Psychedelic, folk, indie, and pop, made lo-fi.

ABOUT YOUR SONGS

My songs are about wasting your youth,
love, being alone, the blues, and leaving.
That's just what | think though. Everyone
has a different interpretation

So far I've written all the songs, though that
might change seeing as right now it's not
just me alone in a room. For me song
writing is all about putting words and music
together. | pretty much write both everyday
all day in some form or another. The work
for me is fitting them together

Sometimes | just pick up a paper from my
pile of lyrics and decide I'll write 3 melody
to it. And some days I'll have a melody and
ill either try to find a paper in the pile that
fits or just write new lyrics. | usually do this
with my small acoustic guitar jasmine. Once
the words and general structure is worked
out | just try to make the sonic world
around it. Sometimes | see the sonic vision
before | even write the melody and the
melody is just there to be able to make the
atmosphere in my head

The idea of a song | can have done within an
hour or two, but to have a fully finished
product

usually takes a whole days work

WHAT ARE REHEARSALS LIKE?

Rehearsals are spontaneous. We usually
have them before gigs, or when we haven't
had one in a while. We're all pretty good
and friendly with each other. We laugh, we
joke, and we play music

SHOULD BANDS FORGO DOING
COVERS?

Not really. Covers are fun, people respond
better to them. But that doesn’t mean your
whole set should be covers. it should be a
balance.

ARE YOU PLAYING THE FAME GAME?

Its cool and punk to just yell no. But
truthfully | want to play more gigs to more
people, have more people like my stuff and
if that means that | achieve fame then |
guess there is some importance




ABOUT THE BAND

The name of the band is Wilton Said. It's
based on my last name which is Wilton. |
didn't want to use my first name in the
context of this project as it's the same name
as a famous 1960's singer in which everyone
always used to ask me if | was named after.
Previous to Wilton Said | had played guitar in
a few different Toronto indie Art Rock original
bands such as Crisis Ten, Shopping Asia, Wish
Machine and Edge of Sense. After recording a
demo with Edge of Sense, | realized | was
getting bored of guitar playing and | wanted
to expand my musical palette

I saw a few video's by Kate Bush and loved her
style and decided that | wanted to become a
front person and vocalist. | took up vocal
lessons and tightened up my piano skills. After
about a year of this | gathered members of
previous bands to back me up on drums, bass
and guitar.

The project Wilton Said was born.
AND THE OTHER GUYS...

I've known all the current members for 10
years or more.

Guitarist Chris Reid and | grew up together in
our late teens when he was 3 bass player and
I played guitar. We used to jam Rush and
Bryan Adam songs together. We then later
then formed a band around the mid 1990's
and had a revolving door of vocalists and
drummers. In the end | left and took up
singing and persuaded (begged) Chris to join
my project in which he originally played bass.
He then later switched to guitar.

Bassist Deb Ray was also in an early band with
me called Crisis Ten back in the early 1990's. |
then left the band a few years later and joined
up with Chris Reid while Deb pursued a Plant
Biology education and career. However, | kept
in touch with him over the years begging him
to play base for Wilton Said.

After our previous bass player left last year
unfortunately due to medical reasons, Deb
decided to putan end to my endless begging
and whining and agreed to join.

Drummer Richard Rizzo has been in the band
since 2002 after answering an ad | had putin
the local City magazine

GENRE

ArtRock.

WHAT MAKES PEOPLE CONNECT
TO YOU

We'realljusta bunch of regular guys who like
to play music. None of us feel like any type of
rock or pop star. We all have full time day jobs
which are pretty regular. Guitarist Chris is a
dental hygienist, bassist Deb is a plant
biologist, drummer Richard is an accountant,
and 'ma preschool childcare teacher.

WHERE HAVE YOU PERFORMED?

Throughoutthe years I've performed in many
of the clubs in the Toronto area as I'm sure
many musicians have. Lees Palace and The
Horseshoe Tavern seem to be the only ones
still going strong. There seems to be a
dichotomy between the technical and stage
side of things and the atmospheric look of a
place.

One of the best places I've played with
regards to sound and stage size is Lees Palace;
however the place is looking a little grungy.
Another venue which I've played a lot at is
The Black Swan which has a nice classy look to
it, but the stage and equipment is a little
lacking. So it's a bit of a toss-up as to a
favorite venue.

We just had a show on Dec 2nd at The Black
Swan which was also a Toy drive for The
United Way Toronto. We have another show
at the Black Swan on Sat Feb 16th. It'll be 3
Post Video Release Show as 'l be releasing an
online video in the New Year for the song
Pretty.

WHEN LOVE OF MUSIC EATS UP
YOUR FUNNY-MONEY

Asstated above | do have a full time job. | also
teach guitar and piano lessons and with the
combination of both I'm able to cover the
costs that go into Wilton Said..

As for a career, | sort of gave up that idea in
the mid 2000's when | realized that everyone
and their dog was releasing music. | think now
with the internet, there's an over saturation
of media (music, film, photography) that
makes it really hard for any one entity to
make a living at it unless they have the
backing of a company. And even then, there's
stories coming out of artists who have
personally made no money even with this
backing.




IS IT IMPORTANT FOR BANDS TO
BE ALL-ORIGINAL?

It really depends on what you want out of
being in a band. If you want a higher chance
of making real money, and want instant
gratification for your performance then by all
means, a tribute or cover band is the best
thing. | was in a cover band for a short while
when | was 19 and it was a lot of fun.
However, if it's all about the creation of
material, then a cover band would not be a
good choice

As for whether to include a lot of covers into
the setor not, | find that it can be detrimental
to the success of an original band, especially if
the audience is going mainly to hear the
covers as opposed to your original material.
So for me, I'm not a huge cover guy.

ARE YOU PLAYING THE FAME
GAME?

While | would like more people to enjoy what
I do musically, it's not the be all and end all. if
fame was the important factor, | wouldn't be
where | am now. | probably would've stuck
with the guitar and tried my hand at working
my way up to backing a well-known musician.
But | don't think | would've been artistically
happy.

When | see many full time musicians, they're
working their asses off getting work playing in
someone else’s project or playing in a cover
band, and they seem to have less time to
focus on their own project. In many cases,
they're making either the same or less money
than what I'm making with my full time
preschool teaching job.

So while I'm not famous with Wilton Said...,
I'm happy that | get to do what | want to do
while being famous with the children I look
after.

WHO WRITES YOUR STUFF

I write 99% of the music and lyrics in Wilton
Said... I've always been into song writing and
arranging more than the actual technical
instrumental and vocal ability.

For me, the song and arrangementis the most
important thing. Lyrically, I've written a wide
variety of topics although in most cases they
have darker underlying themes. Looking back
over my lyrics, what seems to have come
through is a theme around duality.

EVER BEEN TO ONE OF THEM
HIGHER LEARNIN’ BOXES?

I'm musically educated. | took Piano lessons
when | was young. Taught myself guitar at 1st
then took Jazz and Classical lessons after. |
took vocal lessons and concentrated on Pop
and Jazz. I've also got a Fine Arts Music Major
Degree from York University. This was a 4 year
course which I did in 5 years.

SHOULD MUSICIANS WRITE THEIR
OWNS SONGS?

Everyone hasa different talent. Not everyone
is a songwriter, noteveryone isagreat player,
and not everyone is a performer. Some are
one, some can do all
It's best to play to your strengths while
workingto get better at the things that you're
not so strong at. So no, it's not important for
musicians to write their own songs.
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QUICKSHOT WITH STEP ECHO

The band iscalled Step Echo (formed
early 2009) and believe it or not an
autistic child named the band. As the
project was developing word-of-
mouth got out and we just slowly
contact each other. As far is touring
we've done not a tour but a lot of
one off dates, pretty much every
weekend we're playing somewhere.
We would like to think of the band as
being a rock band, a hard rock band.
As for our favorite places to play,
everywhere we play is our favorite
place to play.

The financing that we have put in
place is consistently regenerating
itself in turn making this a very
financially easy business to run

We have built our own recording
studio and we have a wide range of
merchandise CDs, stickers, buttons,
T-shirts, hats and hoodies jackets as
well as water bottles, guitar picks,
shot glasses, earrings tank tops, wall
clocks, and drumsticks

Our songs are about the rock 'n roll
lifestyle, relationships gone right and
wrong, and every day struggles. Les
Serran aka less-is-more is our main
songuwriter and all the songs vary in
time that it takes depending on the
song and the vibe that everybody in
the band is getting from it. If you're
lookingto find the band there is a lot
ways you can find us we can start
with our website

| think it's important that musicians
write their own music as it is a tool of
identifying themselves with the
music.

As for bands doing cover material |
think if you are going to do cover
songs and record them that you are
better off writing your own twist to
make your own. Then pay for the
publishing, that's important that
these people get paid for their music
that they have written

Is fame important to us? Absolutely.

[YoulD)| Ewitted

1.YOUR BAND

The band is Iron Planet. | started playing music in
1984, and | consider my genre to be
Instrumental/Hard rock, which is always relatable
to other people. There is always something that
You can dissectfrom a song that you like in a song.

2. YOUR INSTRUMENTS

| play Esp LTD Tiger Strat George Lynch model,
Jackson San Dimas Andrian Smith guitar, Beaver
Creek Classical Guitar, Black Star HtS Head, Jet City
100 Watt Cab with Eminence Speaker, Rock Tron
Utopia Processor

3.YOUR SONGS

Iwrite my own songs. The themes of my songs are
politics, love, money, sex, and death. | don't think
these topics will change over time because you
want to stick with your music adventures. Music
processing can take a lot out of you and time to sit
and think of different topics for your music and
what direction vou are going musically. It can take

2 to 6 hours depends on the edge and story that
You going for (when writing).

4.YOUR ORIGINALITY

Yes, of course (it's important to be original) to
write, compose and conduct your own music. |
think bands should have their own music out
there instead of being copycat of someone else’s
music.

5. YOUR FAME
Fame is not important to me because Fame and
Money go like a drop of a hat. | think what is

important here is to be yourself and go out and
have fun instead of being serious.
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